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of a bat. a name - possibly derived .:om the
tact that first of all it was shaped Ottl ol a

common piece ol wood, known in all time-a- s

a batten.
"Before 1745 a bat of any size could be

used. Later with improved methods oi b wl
ing, bats were built more upright and t a

tougher kind ol SVOOd, and it is to J Small,
Jr., the celebrated crickete. and batmaker ol
Petersrteld that we owe the original hat w :!1

a shoulder."
The art ol bowling has a's. grown with

the growth of the game itself. Mr Read

The Origin of Sports
By FRANK DOR RANGE HOPLEY
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say that 'it was not until the end 01 the
last century (the l&th) that bowling became
much ol an art llme tosses and halt vol- -
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ward improvement from the common grounderother who elevate- - I Straight bat to strike it. The

game rs called 'club ball." and the score is made by

hitting and running as in cricket."
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and Elegance by hdward I'hiliips ( nephew oi tne
i . .. t..iiiwl n v,m wli.o remarkable state- -
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ment in respect to some difficulty which he had itperi- -

. re, n is impossible to ha the
lltton ol cricket. The first
'cricket1 for any game is ely

ol conjecture. But whether the
Hi d by reason ol the cricket of crooked

- the early form ol the bat. or whether
ck used as the primitive bail, or from

at which the bowler times the ball,
y much matter."

tit that the present f.rm ol cricket is an
an athletic sjx.rt ol t ancient tim
mm that iome ol the Olympic games I

ded striking a ball with I stick Of
the Persians also played a very similar

ixons and also the Normans used to play
il they Called it. which may have been

one of the ancestors ol the
day.

r 1 tated that "the earliest mention of
lying (land is m the poetic writings ol
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; '; ' 1 Ho. who mii.--s in o'd sivle :

M nth at emks did pfcai
roughottt the merry day."

r also mentions cricket in his "Canterbury

at i

thr
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or sneak was the pitch and 1 b. Then, followed some

sort of twist and a rude imitation t throwing, or
round arm bowimg.

As to the Wickets, in the early days ,j Britain, ,l

were represented hv a trunk ot a ti following
idea would be two pieces of stick two

straight ones with a piece laid Across the ton, or an)
thing in the shape of an obstacle for the bowler to aim
at. As early as 17'5 tru WtcketS were pitched at the

"same length as they are at present
The game of cricket seems to have nourished to a

greater or lets degree wherever Englishmen were found.
In South Africa, New Zealand and in Vttttraha it is

played with as much zest as in the mother country.
In the West Indies, every town ot any SttC has its
cricket club In Trinidad. Barbadoei and Demetara
there are clubs composed of Negroes who have de

eloped into as fine plaers as the whites
In the United States, however, the gann has but a

small following It does not appeal to the average
American, who likes quick play and "something doing"
all the time A cricket match is a length affair Some-

times it lasts for two or three days. This does not suit
the man of America who is interested in s,rt. He
wants to know the score before he goe home tiom
his day's work.
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That the nmc had at) early hold Upon the nobility

is cvidm - d i rom an announcenu nt in ki PsifSISS ol
ln!v J4. 1705, which read- - :

' '"This is tO give notice that a match at cricket will

be rlaid between eleven gentlemen oi the West part

of Kent and those ol Chatham, for II guineas a man

the game to take place at Maulden in Kent on August
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